WELLINGTON
FRIDAY 25th MARCH 2022
Wellington East Girls’ College
9.15am – 5.00pm

LEARNING SPACES AOTEAROA is a one
day conference aimed at connecting
those passionate about designing spaces
and transforming the lives of the people
that use them.
SPONSORS
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SITE VISIT THREE SPONSOR
WEGC | NEWTOWN

SITE VISIT FOUR SPONSOR
THORNDON | VICTORIA UNIVERSITY
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

CHARLES MA
Auranga Developer

Charles Ma was born in Auckland, graduated with
honours from Auckland University civil engineering/commerce conjoint degree. He further pursued his executive
studies in Stanford, Harvard, Oxford, and London Business
School and in 2018 was named on the University of
Auckland’s ’40 under 40’ list.
Charles as managing director completed over $1.1bn of
development and subsequently founded MADE Group.
He is currently CEO, managing over $2bn property
development portfolio in progress, with a vision to give
birth to new towns and cities that are worth inheriting,
resulting in a better country.

What makes a city
worth inheriting.

MADE Group is developing the Auranga township project
in Drury Auckland and Rotokauri north in Hamilton to
create “a real inheritance, a better way of living together”.
MADE is committed to a long-term holistic approach
to develop new communities around nature, belonging,
generosity, and dignity.

Cities have the complexity required to
meet the complex problems we face
increasingly together. What is the role of
a city entrepreneur like myself in shaping
civilisation in the upcoming era?

BOOKEND SPEAKER

NICOLA NGAREWA
Principal, Spotswood College

Nicola has taught in all sectors of education from
Early Childhood to Tertiary including in the NZ Prison
system. She is currently Principal at Spotswood
College and the Chairperson of the Teaching Council
of Aotearoa NZ.

Disrupt-ed.
A presentation to inspire and challenge
others to disrupt their educational norms,
a process of transformation that makes
the shift from traditional schools to futurefocused schools.
Through a set of lens that puts the
students at the centre and community
at the heart, the WHY is established,
the process is unpacked, failures and
successes shared.

Nicola is passionate about disrupting the educational
norm through transformative leadership and a
focus on global citizenship. In 2013, she received a
Sir Peter Blake Leadership Award as a result of her
transformative work at Tamatea High School.
In 2016 she was the recipient of the Taranaki Daily
News Person of the Year for transformative work at
Patea Area School with the school receiving the
National UNESCO award for Education - Global
Citizenship 2018. Spotswood College has undergone
a significant transformation from a traditional to a
future-focused model of learning.
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MINI-TALK ONE

KAUPAPA MĀORI IN SCHOOLS IN AOTEAROA
It is important we understand Kaupapa Māori when engaging with
our Kura (Schools) and Mana Whenua on redevelopment projects in
Aotearoa.

Tama Kirikiri
Kaihautū Mātauranga Māori Māori Educator Leader

In this Mini-talk Tama will focus on building and establishing
relationships between Schools and Designers and how best to
approach incorporating kaupapa Māori within a design setting.
Tama will pull on his experience working with Schools and Kura
across Aotearoa as an Education Leader and involvement in
Tārai Kura – Shaping a Treasured Space of Learning.

MINI-TALK TWO

TRANSFORMATION IS COMING, WHAT COULD
WE DO?
Leadership of schools is a complex and multi-faceted role.
Reconceptualizing spaces and transforming curriculum and culture
go hand in hand as an important component of school leadership in
today’s times.
In this Mini-talk three principals from across New Zealand share their
experiences on how the shaping of the learning spaces has enabled
a transformation in their school’s learning culture.

Robin Sutton
Principal
Hornby High, Christchurch
Lesley Murrihy
Principal
Amesbury School, Wellington
Ivan Davis
Principal
Western Springs, Auckland

MINI-TALK THREE

ACTING ON CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change has been called “our nuclear free moment”.
The Climate Change Commission has released its advice and
recommendations on reducing emissions in New Zealand.
What does this mean for school design?
In this Mini-talk an expert panel will share and discuss
climate change including possible implications and sustainable
actions we can make in our school environments. The panel
includes a university client sustainability champion, PhD
researching embodied carbon emissions and architect renowned for
his healthy, highly energy efficient school work.
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Andrew Wilks
Director, Sustainability
Victoria University, Wellington
Emily Newmarch
PhD Candidate
Victoria University, Wellington
Elrond Burrell
Director
via architecture

MINI-TALK FOUR

INNOVATIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS AND
TEACHER COLLABORATION
Amid the attention paid to the design of contemporary learning
environments, the fact that teachers are often required to work
collaboratively in these spaces are relatively under emphasised.
Teachers are required to reconsider relationships with their work,
their colleagues and the places they operate.

Chris Bradbeer
Associate Principal
Stonefields School

This Mini-talk draws on a decade of work at Stonefields School
and Chris’ recently completed PhD exploring teacher collaboration
in ILEs. The extensive study, conducted at multiple sites across
Aotearoa New Zealand, draws attention to the relationship
between pedagogy, spatial design, and the enactment of teacher
collaboration. It suggests we might usefully conceptualise the
way teachers operate in ILEs as the product of teaching together,
working together, and being together. Each holds implications for
teachers and teams and for schools as they transition into ILEs. Each
also raises implications for teachers and teams as well as architects
designing relevant settings for learning and teaching.

MINI-TALK FIVE

LANDSCAPE IN SCHOOLS: INVOLVING
TAMARIKI IN THE DESIGN OF OUR SPACES
For a group often overlooked in the design process, inquisitive kids
provide an opportunity to make the process more profound, real and
honest. Perhaps the question is not should we involve kids, rather—
how can we involve kids more meaningfully in the design process?
This Mini-talk will explore involving and including our tamariki in the
design process - with specific focus on school landscape design
and importance. We will be working through the design process
and project examples to demonstrate how creating the space
and opportunities for children to be involved can enhance design
outcomes. The second part of this talk will be a workshop, in
which Damian and Travis will facilitate as they would with a group
of children. An experience educators and architects will be able to
take away from and ultilise on future projects.

Damian Powley
Associate Landscape Architect
Isthmus Group
Travis McGee
Associate Landscape Architect
Isthmus Group
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SITE VISIT ONE
AOTEA COLLEGE

Architect: Designgroup Stapleton Elliott
Photo credits: Jason Mann

The Ministry of Education brief was for significant
upgrades to Aotea College requiring the
replacement of most existing buildings exhibiting
weathertightness issues.
The entire School has been reconstructed aside
from the Gymnasium which was upgraded. Housed
under one roof, four building wings contain a
highly flexible mix of directed, self-directed and
collaborative learning environments which also
support specialist teachings zones for Science,
Foods, Art and Technology.
Considered focus was also placed on Student
Pastoral Care requirements. A new Administration
Block and Auditorium are located at the main
School entry. Following completion of the new build,
the existing buildings have been demolished to
create a mix of outdoor sports courts, improved
parking and safer pedestrian circulation.

JOHNSONVILLE LIBRARY, WAITOHI HUB
Wellington’s Northern Suburbs are undergoing
an immense period of growth and change, with
10,000 additional people expected to live in
Johnsonville in the next 20 years.
Supporting sustainable city growth, Waitohi the new community centre and library facility
in Johnsonville, sets a precedent for suburban
centres transitioning towards denser ‘town’
centres, consolidating and connecting existing
facilities towards an engaging new community
hub for Johnsonville.
Typical library thresholds are blurred and large
flexible spaces within allow for a variety of uses,
including hosting community events. A maker
space and recording studio acknowledge
changing technological needs of library users.
Bookable community meeting rooms, staff
workrooms and support spaces are also provided.
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Architect: Athfield Architects
Photo credits: Jason Mann

SITE VISIT TWO
KHANDALLAH SCHOOL

Architect: McKenzie Higham Architects
Photo credits: Paul McCredie

Khandallah School’s new teaching studios have a
strong sense of connection, both with the existing
school campus and its unique natural environment.
The project was to replace an old block of singlecell classrooms and to create a greater sense
of connectivity, making the most of the primary
school’s distinctive location, split over two bush clad
platforms on the lower slopes of Mount Kaukau.
Learning spaces spill out to a sunny northwest
orientated outdoor space but cantilever over a
steep well-vegetated bank to afford great views
back to, and through, a lush canopy of native trees.
The school’s interest in sustainability and its strong
connection to its location inspired a design
response that celebrates this connectivity to nature.

SAMUEL MARSDEN COLLEGIATE SCHOOL

Architect: Athfield Architects
Photo credits: Jason Mann

Since the 1930s, Marsden School’s (Y1-13) two
storey masonry Main Building has occupied the
centre of its Karori campus. In 2011, its seismic
resilience was found to be below present
requirements. In response, Marsden School
decided to turn this predicament into an
opportunity and examined the possibilities for
a replacement building.
Key considerations included recognising Marsden
School’s history and identity and providing
modern facilities that would accommodate
innovative learning spaces capable of evolving to
adapt to future educational practices.
Te Manawa o te Kura (the Heart of the School) is
the result of a carefully considered collaborative
design process. The above requirements were
balanced with the need to site the new building
at the heart of the School, and to reinstate and
improve the important pedestrian links between
the north and south areas of the campus.

7

SITE VISIT THREE
WELLINGTON EAST GIRLS’ COLLEGE

Architect: WSP Architecture
Photo credits: Jason Mann

From derelict to delight the redevelopment of the
category 1 heritage listed Main Block building at
Wellington East Girls’ College has been a 9 year
journey. The catalyst for the reimagining of this
original 1924 built block was a 17% seismic rating for
the unreinforced masonry building necessitating
immediate evacuation and a temporary village of
classrooms.
Starting with a holistic masterplan of the campus
this ‘big picture’ focus has set the parameters for
long term redevelopment on a topographically
challenged site perched on the slopes of Mt Victoria.
Along the way the project has grown to include 35
teaching spaces catering for both general and a
wide range of specialist subject facilities, new main
entrance and administration - all now `100% of the
seismic code with a heritage facade restored to its
original 1924 design.

NEWTOWN SCHOOL
The new teaching block for Newtown School is a
complete change of presentation and engagement between the primary school and community.
It includes Ngāti Kotahitanga, the Māori Immersion
Unit and four large learning studios catering for
350 students. This two-storey building comprises
two primary volumes connected by an external
deck and high-level canopy that over sails a new
main pedestrian entrance to the school. Designed
to address its immediate context, the building
provides a positive activation of the street edge.
Within the school grounds, the new building acts as
a backdrop to the play area. The external terraces
provide sheltered outdoor spaces for multi-use
beyond functioning as primary access routes.
The interior design philosophy promotes flexibility
to support a range of learning and teaching
approaches.
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Architect: JTB Architects
Photo credits: Exterior photos: Kevin Hawkins Photography
Interior photos: Jason Mann Photography

SITE VISIT FOUR
THORNDON SCHOOL

Architect: McKenzie Higham Architects
Photo credits: Paul McCredie

On a complex, compact site in Wellington’s central
city, the redevelopment of Thorndon School –
Te Kura o Pipitea - illustrates how clever design can
maximize the value of every square metre.
The primary school’s redevelopment saw 8 of 10
existing buildings demolished and the creation of
13 learning spaces, entry, administration, library,
and leadership and staff areas. The result is a
community of flexible-use learning environments
including comfortable functional spaces for staff
and a welcoming entrance.
The new learning studios form two ‘arms’ wrapping
around a central courtyard, with existing trees
and playground, that is the heart of the school.
The multilevel flexible-use studios offer a variety
of connections to the outdoors; a deep veranda
overlooking the playground, doors opening to the
courtyard and a sheltered urban play-space, with
a colourful Andrew J Steele graffiti mural.

VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON

Architect: Athfield Architects + Architectus
Photo credits: Paul McCredie

The Campus Hub project seeks to create a highquality student experience and new focal point
for the Kelburn Campus, around which social and
learning activities can revolve. The genesis of
the project was an acknowledgement that the
student experience was core to Victoria University
of Wellington’s (VUW’s) academic goals and that
the physical environment played a key role in
supporting the University’s objectives.
To establish a heart for the campus the project
needed to overcome the challenging topography
and poor connectivity of the existing campus. A
single bold move to lower the existing quad by 4m
provided the opportunity for contiguous ground
plane which connected the existing buildings and
formed two new rooms, one external and one
internal. These new “Great Rooms” bring together
activities of the adjoining library, lecture theatres
and new retail spaces, and provides campus with
a new focal point.
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CONFERENCE
PROGRAMME
9:15

ARRIVAL + MORNING TEA

9:50

MC INTRODUCTION – Derek Wenmoth

10:00

PŌWHIRI | WAIATA – Wellington East Girls’ College

10:15

KEYNOTE SPEAKER – Charles Ma

11:15

MINI-TALK ONE – Kaupapa Māori in Schools in Aotearoa
MINI-TALK TWO – Transformation is Coming, What Could We Do?
MINI-TALK THREE – Acting on Climate Change
MINI-TALK FOUR – Innovative Learning Environments and Teacher Collaboration
MINI-TALK FIVE – Landscape in Schools: Involving Tamariki in the Design of our
Spaces

12:05

LUNCH (Site Tour One collect packed lunch)

12:15

SITE TOUR ONE – Aotea College | Johnsonville Library, Waitohi Hub

13:00

SITE TOUR TWO – Khandallah School | Samuel Marsden Collegiate School
SITE TOUR THREE – Wellington East Girls’ College | Newtown School
SITE TOUR FOUR – Thorndon School | Victoria University of Wellington
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15:45

RETURN + CANAPES / REFRESHMENTS

16:15

BOOKEND SPEAKER – Nicola Ngarewa

16:55

REFLECTION SPEAKER

CONFERENCE MC

DEREK WENMOTH

Consultant, FutureMakers

Derek currently works as an independent consultant with FutureMakers, a
company he founded in 2019. Prior to this he was a director of eLearning
at CORE Education, a company he co-founded with two colleagues in
2013. He has been involved at the forefront of innovation in learning space
design for many years, hosting tours of educators to Australia and advising
on the building of several new schools in New Zealand.
He has been a teacher, principal and teacher educator – with much of
his teaching experience being in rural and remote schools in New Zealand
which is where his passion for open, flexible and distance learning was
developed. Regarded as one of NZ education’s foremost Future Focused
thinkers, Derek is regularly asked to consult with policy makers and
government agencies regarding the future directions of educational policy
and practice.

REGISTRATION

JOIN US FOR THE BIANNUAL
LEARNING SPACES AOTEAROA
ONE DAY CONFERENCE
Researching and Exploring Contemporary
Learning Environments

TICKETS
Non-member

LENZ Members

Educator

$250

$200

$150

Tickets available through Eventbrite. Click through on our Register
Here button now.
If you wish to attend our regular events across New Zealand for free,
become a member today. As a member of LENZ you will be making
the most of our school and city site visits with excellent networking
opportunities, email Pip Newman at nzadmin@a4le.org.nz

REGISTER
HERE

DATE & TIME
Friday 25th March 2022
9:15am – 5:00pm

VENUE
Wellington East Girls’ College
Austin Street, Mount Victoria,
Wellington 6011
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www.a4le.org.au

