NEWSLETTER
Victorian Chapter
March 2012
From the Chair

Greetings colleagues, and welcome to
the first of an occasional newsletter for
the Victorian membership.
The year’s program launched with a
visit to the Western Autistic School
in Laverton, which won the ‘Entire
New School’ category at last year’s
Regional CEFPI Awards. Architect Paul
Hede and Principal Val Gill provided a
compelling tour of the facility, outlining
the synergistic relationship between
architecture and the educational
imperatives of children with special
needs. Children attending this school
experience learning in small groups
and develop skills to enable transition
to mainstream schools. Uniquely, this
facility is also the home to the nationally
accredited Autism Teaching Institute,
the first such facility to be embedded
within a school campus. Thanks to Paul
and Val for sharing their experiences
with the membership.
The next school visit will take place on
Thursday 26th April, at St. Macartans
Primary School, Mornington. This school
has a specific focus on landscape and
outdoor learning environments, which
we know is of key interest to many
members. Refer to the invitation at the
end of this newsletter. (Please note the
new registration system.)
A special plug for the CEFPI Australasian
Annual Conference to be held this year
on the Gold Coast. This event is always
a great experience and who doesn’t
need an excuse to head to Queensland
for the beginning of winter? I hope to
see many of you there.
Finally thanks to Hal Cutting for this
report on the OECD-CELE conference
he recently attended in Finland, and
Ben Cleveland for his update on the
Mayfield Project.
Cheers,
Jo Dane

What’s Hot

Stay tuned for the release of the 2011 Volume of Victorian Awards Project Entries, titled
‘Places For Learning: Contemporary Designs in Education’. Currently in print.
On sale at the conference on the Gold Coast.

Calendar of Events
March		

Design for New Generation Learning Spaces 2012
28-29th March, Sofitel Hotel, Melbourne
Details: http://www.designforlearning.com.au

April		
		
		
		
May		

Victorian Chapter School Visit
St. Macartans Primary School, Mornington
26th April, 10am - 12noon

June		

Pub Talk, venue TBA
Share and discuss moments of enlightenment from the
Gold Coast conference

July		
		

A. Registrations open for CEFPI Victoria Awards
B. Forum, venue TBA
‘Living and breathing the open-plan classroom’: theory & practice.

August		

Forum, venue TBA
‘What’s Next in Technology? Teaching & Technology.’

September
		

A. CEFPI Victoria Awards submissions close
B. Forum: TBA

October

CEFPI Annual General Meeting

November

CEFPI Victoria Awards

CEFPI Australasia Annual Conference
30th May - 1st June, Gold Coast
Details: http://www.cefpi.org.au/events/view.php?id=125
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OECD-CELE Conference in Finland.
Report by Hal Cutting of Baldasso Cortese.

The OECD-CELE Conference in Finland
from 22-24th February 2012 was entitled
‘Transforming Learning Environments
Through Dynamic Local Partnerships’
which brought together a range of local and
regional players from universities, local
businesses and school communities. Both
Conference venues were at educational
facilities, Kotimaki Comprehensive School
in Kaarina and the Teacher Education
facility in Rauma in collaboration with the
University of Turku.
Barbara Ischinger, Director of Education
(OECD/CELE) set the scene outlining the
work the OECD has already undertaken with
projects such as Designing for Education,
Innovative Learning Environments and
the PISA tests. The next step is to link
innovation in the design of learning spaces
with improved educational outcomes with
their LEEP project. (Learning Environments
Evaluation Program)

1

2

3

Alistair Blyth, Analyst (OECD) gave a
wide ranging presentation on learning
environments and their need to provide for
a variety of learning strategies and drew
on examples from the OECD publication
‘Designing for Education’.   He also
furthered the notion that the lines between
(commercial) workplace environments
and learning environments are becoming
increasingly blurred. This is most obvious
within the tertiary sector.
Prof Vese Taatila was exceptional in his
presentation on ‘Innovation as a Learning
Tool’ - engaging students through projects
based on innovation and creativity, while
Prof Harri Ketamo blew everyone away
with his computer games as a learning/
research/feedback tool – how can anything
so complex look so simple.

1. Finland scenery
2. Delegates on the opening day of the
Conference at Kotimaki Comprehensive
School
3. Aalto University Design Factory
4. Aalto University Design Factory

4

The role of IT in education was the theme
of a number of other speakers who
particularly emphasized the importance of
the need for parallel research with these
programs during and after implementation.
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Multiple speakers and workshops were
provided, all contributing to the theme of
partnerships with industry and the wider
community in the education process.

5

6

7
5. Sakarinmaki School, Sipoo
6. Sakarinmaki School, Sipoo
7. Kirkkojarvi School, Espoo
8. Kirkkojarvi School, Espoo

8

There are many reasons why Finland has
done so well in recent years in the OECD
PISA tests (Finland has until recently been
No1 for competency in Reading, Maths
and Science in the PISA which tests 15
year olds in all OECD countries) and one of
them is the amount of educational research
the Finnish Education Department, regional
education authorities and individual
teachers conduct to constantly improve
teaching and learning.
Some other elements of their education
system are:
• Overarching national drivers of the
provision of quality education with equal
opportunity for all students.
• There are no independent schools and
only a few religious schools.
• All teachers have a Master’s Degree
•The teaching profession is highly
regarded, respected and well paid.
• Schooling is free, students have free
meals each day and transport to and from
school is free.
• Welfare services are part of every school.
• There is almost no variation between
the most successful and least successful
students across all schools in Finland.

• No formal school until age 7 although
there is a high participation rate in PreSchool and Kinder.
• There are no national tests until the end
of their Basic Education (Matriculation) at
age 16.
• No school inspections and schools are
not compared.
• A very clear school to work pathway for
students.
• A general national curriculum with regional
flexibility.
• There is equality of education delivery for
all students
Prior to the conference, as part of a group
of 16 organised by Anne Knock of Northern
Beaches Christian School (NSW), we had
excellent presentations from the Finnish
National Board of Education and an absolute
highlight was our visit to Aalto University’s
Design Factory. This is a recently formed
university which has combined the faculties
of Design, Technology, Economics with
industry partners such as Nokia to provide
in their words ‘a platform for education,
research and application of product design,
leading the way towards a paradigm shift
by providing a constantly developing
collaboration environment for students,
researchers and business practitioners’.
Following the conference I visited Jyvaskyla
University and Vaajakumpu School,
Sakarinmaki School, Sipoo and Kirkkojarvi
School, Espoo which were invaluable.
From an educational point of view what
was most evident was their emphasis on
the individual, their engagement, progress
and welfare. Architecturally it was the
quality of design –their design of ‘public
spaces’ – cafeteria/meeting and breakout
spaces and their selections of light fittings,
furniture and materials.
As with many conferences, the real value is
in the discussions with participants and in
my case, visits to Universities and schools
before and after the Conference.
Hal.
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Schools as Sanctuaries of Hope –
Mayfield Project 2012

Report by Dr. Ben Cleveland, The University of Melbourne

The Mayfield Project 2012 (MP2012) kicked off with a dinner on Friday 9 March and an all day
workshop on Saturday 10 March at The University of Melbourne. The initial participants flew in
from around the country to take part. Those in attendance came from Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane
and Melbourne.  Philip Idle, Jo Dane, Lisa Horton and Ben Cleveland facilitated the day and Clare
Newton and Peter Lawther provided highly stimulating presentations to challenge the thinking of
those in attendance.
The Mayfield Project honors the memory of John Mayfield, who was instrumental in creating the
CEFPI Australasia Chapter. He had a passion for involving young professionals in the organisation
and the objective of this project is to get them involved in research that can inform the wider CEFPI
family.  The Mayfield Project ran previously in 2006 and 2010 with great success.
To read more see http://www.cefpi.org.au/news/84/mayfield-project-2012/
The theme of this year’s project is ‘Emergency Response to Change – provision of new, renovated,
rebuilt, relocated and replacement education facilities’. The MP2012 team work-shopped this
theme and identified a new title for the 2012 project: ‘Schools as Sanctuaries of Hope’.
Following this initial workshop, the project team will now work on developing a series of questions
and case studies that will be the focus for the research. They will present a workshop at the
Australasia Conference on the Gold Coast and the project will culminate in a Symposium to be
held in Melbourne on 22 November, 2012.
About John Mayfield
Dr John Mayfield, PhD (Harvard) was a leader in education as a teacher, inspector, administrator,
author and instigator of ideas. He was recognised as being visionary and yet realistically practical
He was involved in the planning and governance of public and private schools and in the design,
financing and management of education buildings for more than 30 years. In that time he provided
inspirational leadership, innovation and the sharing of ideas locally and internationally.His many
achievements included the planning and establishment of shared campus schools, the co-location
of government and non-government schools, the sharing of facilities with the local community
alongside the recognition and fostering of lifelong learning. He was Chairman of the OECD
Programme on Educational Buildings Steering Committee from 1985- 1988,
We particularly honour John as being vitally instrumental in establishing CEFPI in Australia. He
was an enthusiastic and energetic man, believing strongly in the idea of a “learning community”. In
1999 John found that together with him there was a small group of Australians attending the CEFPI
International Conference in Baltimore. He could see the benefits of extending this organisation to
Australia. Subsequently he arranged meetings bringing together a core group to work with him and
the International CEFPI Board to form the first Australian Chapter of CEFPI. This was achieved
in 2000 in Adelaide, South Australia.  He received a special CEFPI International Award for this
initiative.
John saw the importance of investing in our youth and commenced a professional development
program for younger members.  This program has continued to develop in our Region and is now
known and supported as the Mayfield Project. John had a great capacity to bring people together
to share ideas about serious and profound issues and was never thwarted by barriers of language,
culture, nationality or geography, or by bureaucracy. He passed away in 2006, but his legacy is far
reaching.
Text from: http://mayfieldproject.wordpress.com/about/
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Victorian Chapter Board 2012

Did you know?
The Victorian Chapter Board members
also participate in sub-committees.
Events:
Sandy Law & Laurence Robinson
Awards:
Angela Williams & Ben Cleveland
Publications:
Rob Bienvenu
Communications:
Richard Leonard, Janet Matiske &
Judith North
Membership:
Hal Cutting
Tertiary Liaison:
Jo Dane, Judith North &
Hal Cutting

Chair 			

Jo Dane
jo.dane@woodsbagot.com

Past Chair		

Richard Leonard
rleonard@hayball.com.au

Chair Elect

Judith North
judith@nowarchitecture.com

Treasurer

Doug Harnetty
harnetty.doug.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Secretary		

Angela Williams
Angela.Williams@arup.com.au

General committee:

Sandy Law
sandy.law@lawarchitects.com.au
Vincent Bok
bok.vincent.r@edumail.vic.gov.au
Rob Bienvenu
r.bienvenu@kneelerdesign.com.au
Hal Cutting
hcutting@bcarch.net
Janet Mattiske
jmandfp@bigpond.com
Dr. Ben Cleveland
benjamin.cleveland@unimelb.edu.au
Laurence Robinson
laurencer@brandarchitects.com.au
Gerard Hogan
ghogan@ceomelb.catholic.edu.au

			
Regional Council Representatives:
			
Richard Leonard
			
Jo Dane
Dr. Ben Cleveland (Mayfield Project)
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Schools as
Sanctuaries of Hope
Schools stand as sanctuaries of hope following emergency situations – natural, social, climatic,
political or economic – and often play a pivotal role in a community’s recovery. Governments, nongovernment organisations, individuals and professional bodies all contribute to this process. Is
‘school’ being redefined in these situations? What innovations have been employed? How have
communities been engaged? What are the success stories? What role does infrastructure play?

Framework

MP 2012 will investigate worldwide case studies that encompass the

‘Disaster Management Cycle’.

Hazard
event
Preparation

Mitigation

Response

Recovery

Case studies will be presented as part of the Mayfield Workshop at the ‘Shape, Shaping, Reshaping’ CEFPI
Australasia Region Conference to be held at the Gold Coast 29-31 May, 2012.

Task

In researching these case studies, what can we learn from these Sanctuaries of Hope? Do we have to wait to
respond to hazard events, or should we learn and lead? Can we redefine ‘school’ for a world of change?
Research, discover, create, innovate ... What will you learn? What ideas can you share?
The Mayfield Project 2012 was initiated in Melbourne last weekend and is underway with a committed and
dedicated group of young professionals. It will culminate in a final presentation, ‘MP 2012 Symposium’ in
Melbourne on 22 November, 2012.
Now is your last chance to participate as a member of this exciting program...teachers, architects, planners,
interior designers, students ... all learners are welcome.

Registrations of Interest close Tuesday 20th March.
Contact: Philip Idle philip@eiwarch.com.au

The Council of Education Facility Planners International (Victorian Chapter) invites you to the:

2012 EDUCATIONAL SITE VISIT PROGRAM
A program for CEFPI members and friends to visit exemplary education facilities and share stories that
bridge education and design.

THURSDAY 26th APRIL 10-12am

ST.MACARTANS PRIMARY SCHOOL, MORNINGTON

Learning Landscapes and Sustainability Centre
Come join us for a visit to a school community and see how they have transformed their
‘paddocks’ into thriving sustainable living and learning places. Hear from the students and staff
how important their outdoor environment has been in connecting them to place and community.
St. Macartans Primary School was relocated onto a Greenfield site 3 years ago. Through their
approach to embedding sustainability issues into their curriculum and a strong focus on
community involvement, they have quickly become an award winning sustainable school with
significant ownership and engagement of the external environment.
Their sustainability centre is being developed as an area where students can be involved in hands
on learning about animal husbandry, growing plants and vegetables, composting, and associated
scientific concepts. Their playgrounds have also developed into rich natural wonderlands where
interaction and tactile imaginative play is encouraged.
www.smmornington.catholic.edu.au/
Address: 97 Bungower Road Mornington VIC 3931

Limited spaces available – Book online:
http://www.trybooking.com/22820
Event code is CEFPIVIC
Bookings Close - 23rd April 2012

